
1. The percent of people who identify as a race/ethnicity other than white has 

dramatically increased since 1960 with the greatest increase in Syracuse in comparison 

to Onondaga County, NYS and the US. 

 

Source: 1960 U.S. and NYS Decennial Census: 
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/09768103v1p1ch4.pdf; 
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/37749573v1p34ch3.pdf 

2010 Decennial Census; Table DP-1: 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_10_D
P_DPDP1&prodType=table 
 
Comment:  

 The margin of error for the data are unavailable.  
 The 2010 data for 'nonwhite' include those who identified within the categories of 'Black 

or African American', 'American Indian and Alaskan Native', 'Asian', 'Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific Islander' or 'Other.' 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

White Population, 1960 and 2010 
  1960 2010 

  Percent Number Percent Number 

Syracuse 94% 203,723 60% 92,303 

Onondaga County 97% 409,068 84% 401,700 

NYS 91% 15,288,679 68% 13,157,731 

US  89% 158,831,732 75% 230,941,662 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. The median age of Syracuse residents has dropped from 32 years in 1960 to 30 years of 

age in 2010. 

 

Sources: 1960 Decennial Census: 
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/09768103v1p1ch4.pdf 
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/37749573v1p34ch3.pdf;  
2010 Decennial Census, Table DP-1: 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_10_D
P_DPDP1&prodType=table 
 

Median Age, 1960 and 2010 
  1960 2010 

Syracuse 32 30 

NYS 33 38 

US 29 37 
 

 

 



3. 66% of Syracuse population was between the ages of 18-64 in 2007-11.  

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11; Table: S0101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_S0101&prodType=table 

 

Age Groups, 2007-11 

Location Total Population Under 5 Under 18 18 - 64 65+ 

Albany 97,879 5% 18% 70% 12% 

Buffalo 263,914 7% 24% 64% 12% 

Rochester 211,457 7% 25% 66% 9% 

Syracuse 144,883 7% 23% 66% 10% 

NYS 19,302,448 6% 23% 64% 13% 

US 306,603,772 7% 24% 63% 13% 
 

 

 

 



4. 15% of the population in the city of Syracuse are people who are 18-22 in 2010, higher 

than any other age range. 

 

 

Source: 2010 Census; Table QT-P2: 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_10_SF
1_QTP2&prodType=table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syracuse City and Onondaga County Age Distribution, 2010 
  Syracuse (N=145,170) Onondaga County (N=467,026) 

Age Number Percent Number Percent 

1 2,077 1.4% 5,331 1.1% 

2 2,077 1.4% 5,515 1.2% 

3 2,003 1.4% 5,602 1.2% 

4 1,861 1.3% 5,426 1.2% 

5 1,821 1.3% 5,557 1.2% 

6 1,810 1.2% 5,705 1.2% 

7 1,787 1.2% 5,724 1.2% 

8 1,766 1.2% 5,855 1.3% 

9 1,814 1.2% 6,066 1.3% 

10 1,785 1.2% 6,255 1.3% 

11 1,713 1.2% 6,079 1.3% 

12 1,673 1.2% 5,957 1.3% 

13 1,653 1.1% 6,307 1.4% 

14 1,656 1.1% 6,216 1.3% 

15 1,856 1.3% 6,602 1.4% 

16 1,927 1.3% 6,714 1.4% 

17 1,955 1.3% 6,840 1.5% 

18 3,616 2.5% 7,784 1.7% 

19 4,853 3.3% 8,471 1.8% 

20 5,279 3.6% 8,596 1.8% 

21 4,283 3.0% 7,329 1.6% 

22 3,773 2.6% 7,013 1.5% 

23 2,959 2.0% 6,490 1.4% 

24 2,943 2.0% 6,459 1.4% 

25 2,772 1.9% 6,227 1.3% 

26 2,516 1.7% 6,048 1.3% 

27 2,399 1.7% 5,992 1.3% 

28 2,270 1.6% 5,735 1.2% 

29 2,299 1.6% 5,825 1.2% 

30 2,103 1.4% 5,606 1.2% 

31 1,890 1.3% 5,134 1.1% 

32 1,937 1.3% 5,389 1.2% 

33 1,741 1.2% 5,022 1.1% 

34 1,618 1.1% 4,954 1.1% 

35 1,680 1.2% 5,101 1.1% 

36 1,369 0.9% 4,688 1.0% 



  Syracuse (N=145,170) Onondaga County (N=467,026) 

Age Number Percent Number Percent 

38 1,499 1.0% 5,399 1.2% 

39 1,674 1.2% 6,140 1.3% 

40 1,731 1.2% 6,197 1.3% 

41 1,565 1.1% 6,185 1.3% 

42 1,430 1.0% 5,876 1.3% 

43 1,560 1.1% 6,311 1.4% 

44 1,647 1.1% 6,624 1.4% 

45 1,739 1.2% 6,986 1.5% 

46 1,758 1.2% 7,174 1.5% 

47 1,784 1.2% 7,246 1.6% 

48 1,712 1.2% 7,294 1.6% 

49 1,767 1.2% 7,130 1.5% 

50 1,829 1.3% 7,414 1.6% 

51 1,810 1.2% 7,280 1.6% 

52 1,675 1.2% 7,172 1.5% 

53 1,736 1.2% 7,045 1.5% 

54 1,684 1.2% 6,811 1.5% 

55 1,731 1.2% 6,798 1.5% 

56 1,563 1.1% 6,347 1.4% 

57 1,575 1.1% 6,342 1.4% 

58 1,516 1.0% 6,159 1.3% 

59 1,488 1.0% 5,847 1.3% 

60 1,416 1.0% 5,610 1.2% 

61 1,363 0.9% 5,516 1.2% 

62 1,267 0.9% 5,282 1.1% 

63 1,179 0.8% 5,310 1.1% 

64 950 0.7% 3,870 0.8% 

65 898 0.6% 3,844 0.8% 

66 885 0.6% 3,930 0.8% 

67 909 0.6% 4,024 0.9% 

68 757 0.5% 3,369 0.7% 

69 730 0.5% 3,112 0.7% 

70 647 0.4% 2,857 0.6% 
 

Comment: Margin of error is unavailable for this data. 
 
 



5. 7% of Syracuse residents were under the age of 5 in 2007-11. 
 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11; Table: S0101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5YR_S010

1&prodType=table 

Population Under 5, 2007-11 
Location Percent 

Albany 5% 

Buffalo 7% 

Syracuse 7% 

Rochester 7% 

NYS 6% 

US 7% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. 23% of Syracuse residents were under the age of 18 in 2007-11. 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11; Table: S0101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5

YR_S0101&prodType=table 

Population Under 18, 2007-11 
Location Percent 

Albany 18% 

Buffalo 24% 

Syracuse 23% 

Rochester 25% 

NYS 23% 

US 24% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. 66% of Syracuse residents were between the ages of 18-64 in 2007-11. 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11; Table: S0101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_S0101&prodType=table 

Ages 18-64, 2007-11 
Location Percent 

Albany 70% 

Buffalo 64% 

Syracuse 66% 

Rochester 66% 

NYS 64% 

US 63% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. 10% of Syracuse residents were over the age of 65. 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11; Table: S0101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_S0101&prodType=table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population Over Age of 65, 2011 

Location Percent 

Albany 12% 

Buffalo 12% 

Syracuse 10% 

Rochester 9% 

NYS 13% 

US 13% 



1. In a comparison of family types, Onondaga County was composed primarily of married 
households in 2007-11 whereas Syracuse was composed of single mothers. 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11. Table: S1101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_S1101&prodType=table 

 

Family Composition, 2007-11 

  Onondaga County Syracuse 

Family Type Number Percentage MOE Number Percentage MOE 

Single Mother 14,537 28% +/-728 6,988 50% +/-502 

Single Father 3,919 7% +/-345 1,562 11% +/-246 

Married 33,529 64% +/-899 5,491 39% +/-421 

Total  51,985 100% +/-912 14,041 100% +/-580 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Marital Status, 2007-11 

  US 
New York 

State 
Onondaga 

County Syracuse 

Male, Never Married 35% 40% 38% 55% 

Male, Married except Separated 52% 48% 49% 30% 

Male, Separated 2% 2% 2% 3% 

Male, Widowed 3% 3% 3% 3% 

Male, Divorced 9% 7% 9% 10% 

Female, Never Married 28% 34% 32% 50% 

Female, Married except 
Separated 48% 43% 44% 26% 

Female, Separated 3% 3% 3% 4% 

Female, Widowed 9% 10% 10% 9% 

Female, Divorced 12% 10% 11% 11% 
 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11. Table: DP02 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5YR_DP02

&prodType=table 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. 54% Syracuse Males in 2007-11 had never been married.  

 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11. Table: DP02 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_DP02&prodType=table 

Comment: Marital status represents population over the age of 15 years of age. 

Syracuse Male Marital Status, 2007-11 
Marital Status Percent 

Never Married 54% 

Married except Separated 30% 

Separated 3% 

Widowed 3% 

Divorced 10% 
 

 

 

 

 

 



10. 51% Syracuse females had never been married in 2011. 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11. Table: DP02 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_DP02&prodType=table 

Comment: Marital status represents population over the age of 15 years of age. 

Syracuse Female Marital Status, 2007-11 

Marital Status Percent 

Never Married 50% 

Married except Separated 26% 

Separated 4% 

Widowed 9% 

Divorced 11% 
 

 

 

 

 

 



11. 7% of Syracuse residents are not US citizens. 

 

Source: 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Table DP02 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y
R_DP02&prodType=table 
 

Citizenship Status, 2007-11 
  Onondaga County(N=464,921) Syracuse (N=144,883)  

  Number MOE Percent Number MOE Percent 

Not a US Citizen 15,972 +/-1,166 3% 9,722 +/-933 7% 

Naturalized US Citizen 16,523 +/-963 4% 5,454 +/-604 4% 

US Citizen 432,426 +/-1,524 93% 129,707 +/-1,151 90% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. At 7%, Syracuse has the highest percent of residents who are not US citizens when 

compared to selected upstate New York cities. 

 

 

Source: 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Table DP02 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y
R_DP02&prodType=table 

 

Non-Citizens in Selected Upstate Cities, 2007-11 

  Number MOE Percent 

Albany (N=97,879) 86,767 +/-993 89% 

Buffalo (N=263,914) 244,427 +/-1,510 93% 

Rochester (N=211,457) 193,262 +/-1,318 91% 

Syracuse (N=144,883)  129,707 +/-1,151 90% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. 4% of Syracuse city residents are naturalized US citizens while at 6% Albany has the 

highest percent of residents who are naturalized US citizens compared to selected 

upstate New York cities. 

 

 

Source: 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Table DP02 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y
R_DP02&prodType=table 
 
 

Naturalized Citizens in Selected Upstate Cities, 2007-11   
  Number MOE Percent 

Albany (N=97,879) 5,640 +/-606 6% 

Buffalo (N=263,914) 8,229 +/-853 3% 

Rochester (N=211,457) 9,084 +/-818 4% 

Syracuse (N=144,883)  5,454 +/-604 4% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14. 90% of Syracuse residents are US citizens. 

 

 

 

Source: 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates; Table DP02 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y
R_DP02&prodType=table 
 

 

US Citizens in Selected Upstate Cities, 2007-11  

  Number MOE Percent 

Albany (N=97,879) 86,767 +/-993 89% 

Buffalo (N=263,914) 244,427 +/-1,510 93% 

Rochester (N=211,457) 193,262 +/-1,318 91% 

Syracuse (N=144,883)  129,707 +/-1,151 90% 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
15. The number of refugees who have entered Syracuse from 2001-12 is 7,197 with the 

highest number of refugee’s coming from Bhutan, Burma and Somalia. 
 

Refugee Arrivals in Syracuse, 2001-12 
  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total 

Afghanistan 3 14 8 7 6 5 1 5 3 0 7 0 59 

Azerbaijan 0 0 20 11 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 

Bhutan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 199 373 231 342 282 1,427 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 230 175 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 412 

Burma 0 2 1 27 12 50 246 416 415 244 253 191 1,857 

Burundi 0 0 0 0 0 13 114 37 0 23 0 6 193 

Cambodia 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 0 0 0 0 0 14 

Central African 
Republic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 14 28 

Cuba 3 2 0 11 11 11 3 7 8 16 2 23 97 

Dem. Rep. Congo 11 2 0 14 0 11 8 37 38 71 3 10 205 

Eritrea 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 43 24 13 105 

Ethiopia 0 1 0 12 3 1 10 2 5 6 5 13 58 

Iran 0 0 10 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 5 3 22 

Iraq 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 56 121 104 39 75 397 

Kazakhstan 9 5 3 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 

Liberia 0 0 14 71 75 34 9 17 4 7 2 2 235 

Mauritania 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 7 0 0 0 14 

Russia 0 2 0 0 72 64 0 0 0 0 0 0 138 

Rwanda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 7 0 3 2 18 

Serbia 4 19 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 

Somalia 5 1 49 241 64 92 65 54 187 115 99 126 1,098 

Sudan 87 23 66 106 49 45 3 19 1 8 20 23 450 

Ukraine 5 32 9 11 11 4 4 13 7 4 4 5 109 

Vietnam 14 7 12 0 13 17 16 0 5 3 0 0 87 

Other 6 2 3 7 8 1 14 7 13 6 5 6 78 

Total 377 288 211 518 333 361 508 875 1,223 882 827 794 7,197 

Source: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration; Refugee 

Arrivals by Calendar Year: 

http://www.wrapsnet.org/Reports/AdmissionsArrivals/tabid/211/Default.aspx 

Comment: The category “Other” includes refugee arrivals of 10 people or less for the years 

2001-12 from the following countries: Belarus, China, Congo, Ivory Coast, North Korea, Kuwait, 

Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Uganda and 

Uzbekistan. This category is included in the total number of refugee arrivals from 2001-12. 



16. Between 2001-12, the highest influx of refugees to Syracuse was in 2009 at 1,223, 

which is 17% of the total number during this period. 

 

Source: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration; Refugee 

Arrivals by Calendar Year: 

http://www.wrapsnet.org/Reports/AdmissionsArrivals/tabid/211/Default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 



Syracuse Refugee Arrivals, 2001-12 
Year Number 

2001 377 

2002 288 

2003 211 

2004 518 

2005 333 

2006 361 

2007 508 

2008 875 

2009 1,223 

2010 882 

2011 827 

2012 794 

Total 7,197 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17. For the City of Syracuse between 2001-12, the top three countries with the greatest 

number of refugee arrivals came from Burma, Bhutan and Somalia. 

 

Source: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration; Refugee 
Arrivals by Calendar Year: 
http://www.wrapsnet.org/Reports/AdmissionsArrivals/tabid/211/Default.aspx 
 

Comment: The category “Other” includes refugee arrivals for the years 2001-12 from the 

following countries: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African 

Republic, China, Congo, Cuba, Ethiopia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Kuwait, 

Kyrgyzstan, Mauritania, Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, Palestine, Rwanda, Senegal, Serbia,  Sierra 

Leone, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Uganda, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.  



Top Refugee Arrivals in Syracuse, 2001-12 
Country Number 

Bhutan 1,427 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 412 

Burma 1,857 

Burundi 193 

Dem. Rep. Congo 205 

Eritrea 105 

Iraq 397 

Liberia 235 

Russia 138 

Somalia 1,098 

Sudan 450 

Ukraine 109 

Other 571 

Total 7,197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18. 36% of refugees who came to Syracuse in 2012 are from Bhutan. 

 

Source: U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration; Refugee 
Arrivals by Calendar Year: 
http://www.wrapsnet.org/Reports/AdmissionsArrivals/tabid/211/Default.aspx 
 

Refugee Arrivals in Syracuse, 2012 
  Number Percent 

Bhutan 282 36% 

Burma 191 24% 

Central African Republic 14 2% 

Cuba 23 3% 

Eritrea 13 2% 

Ethiopia 13 2% 

Iraq 75 9% 

Somalia 126 16% 

Sudan 23 3% 

Other 34 4% 

Total 794 100% 

 



Comment:  
 The percents are based on the number of refugees who entered Syracuse from each 

country out of the total arrivals in 2012. 
 The table and chart combined refugee arrivals whose counts were less than 1% of the 

total count within the category “Other.” These include refugees from the countries of 
Burundi, Dem. Rep. Congo, Iran, Nepal, Niger, Pakistan, Rwanda, Syria, and Ukraine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19. For 2001-12 the country of origin with the greatest influx of refugees was from Burma 

at 25% (1,857) of the total refugees.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20. 8% of people in the city of Syracuse do not speak English 'very well’ while 9% of people 
in the city of Rochester do not speak English 'very well,’ the highest percent of people 
in selected upstate cities.  

 

 

Source: 2011 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates; Table: DP02 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1Y

R_DP02&prodType=table 

Comment: The data pertains to the city populations of individuals ages 5 years and older. 

Children under five years of age are not included in the count from respondents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Language Skills of City Populations, 2011 

  
Albany 

(N=92,065) 
Buffalo 

(N=244,110) 
Rochester 

(N=194,932) 
Syracuse 

(N=135,381) 

  Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 

English Only 86% 79,070 84% 204,681 80% 156,416 82% 110,850 

Language other 
than English 14% 12,995 16% 39,429 20% 38,516 18% 24,531 

Speak English less 
than "very well" 5% 4,312 8% 18,452 9% 18,058 8% 10,255 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21. 4% of people in Onondaga County do not speak English 'very well’ while 5% of people 
in Monroe County do not speak English 'very well,’ the highest percent of people in 
selected upstate cities.  

 

 

Source: 2011 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates; Table: DP02: 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1Y

R_DP02&prodType=table 

Comment: The data pertains to the city populations of individuals ages 5 years and older, thus, 

all children under five years of age are not included in the count from respondents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



English Language Skills of County Populations, 2011 

  
Albany County 
(N=288,536) 

Erie County 
(N=869,196) 

Monroe County 
(N=702,765) 

Onondaga County 
(N=439,843) 

  Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 

English Only 86% 79,070 84% 204,681 80% 156,416 82% 110,850 

Language other 
than English 14% 12,995 16% 39,429 20% 38,516 18% 24,531 

Speak English 
less than "very 
well" 5% 4,312 8% 18,452 9% 18,058 8% 10,255 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22. 22% of Albany’s  population was veterans in 2011. 

 

 

Source: American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, 2007-11. Table: S2101 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_5Y

R_S2101&prodType=table 

Veterans Population, 2011 
Cities Veteran Population Percentage MOE Total Population 

Albany 5,018 16% +/-430 79,975 

Buffalo 16,264 12% +/-747 200,518 

Rochester 9,569 17% +/-587 158,523 

Syracuse 7,733 14% +/-502 110,778 

NYS 986,313 15% +/-5,229 14,928,282 

US 22,215,303 10% +/-31,052 231,421,987 
 


