
1. Onondaga County unemployment rates have been lower than the state and national 
averages for unemployment since 2005.   

 
 
Source: NYS Department of Labor, US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2005-11 
http://www.labor.ny.gov/stats/LSLAUS.shtm 
http://data.bls.gov/pdq/querytool.jsp?survey=ln 
 
Comments:  

 Data are not seasonally adjusted 
 Data reflect annual average unemployment rates 

 
 

Unemployment Rate, 2005-11 
Locality Year 

  2005 2007 2009 2011 

Onondaga County 4.5% 4.1% 7.7% 7.7% 

NYS 5.0% 4.6% 8.3% 8.2% 

US 5.1% 4.6% 9.3% 8.9% 

 
 
 
  



2. The Syracuse MSA experienced the highest unemployment rate of the four Upstate New 
York Metropolitan Statistical Areas in 2011. 

 
Source: NYS Department of Labor, 2011 
http://www.labor.ny.gov/stats/LSLAUS.shtm 
 
Comments: 

 Data are not seasonally adjusted 
 Data reflect annual average unemployment rates 

 
 

Unemployment Rate, 2011 
MSA Unemployment Rate 

Albany  7.2% 

Rochester 7.7% 

Buffalo 8.0% 

Syracuse 8.2% 
 

 
 
  



3. The total number of employment increased by .32% from 2010-11 in the Syracuse 
Metropolitan Area. 

 

 
Source: 
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?reqid=70&step=1&isuri=1&acrdn=2#reqid=70&step=30
&isuri=1&7028=10&7083=Levels&7031=5&7040=-1&7033=-
1&7022=11&7023=7&7024=NAICS&7025=5&7026=45060&7001=711&7029=33&7090=70&702
7=2011,2010,2009,2008,2007,2006 
 

Total Employment, Syracuse MSA, 2006-11 

Year Total Employment Percent Change 

2006 379,855   

2007 384,449 1.19% 

2008 384,663 0.06% 

2009 375,507 -2.44% 

2010 372,308 -0.86% 

2011 373,521 0.32% 

 

Mean Median 

378,384 377,681 



4. Syracuse was the only city in which average weekly hours of all employees on private 
nonfarm payrolls are expected to be greater in December 2012 than in December 2011. 

 

 
 
Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012  

http://www.bls.gov/sae/eetables/tabled6.pdf 
 
Comments:  

 Data are not seasonally adjusted  
 2012 estimates are preliminary  

 

Average Weekly Hours, Dec. 2011 vs. Dec. 2012 

Area Dec. 2012 Dec. 2011 Dec. 2012 

Syracuse 34.8 34.5 34.8 

Rochester 32.1 33.6 32.1 

Buffalo-Niagara Falls 31.4 33.2 31.4 

Albany-Schenectady-Troy 34.5 35.3 34.5 
 
 

Mean Median 

33.675 34.05 

  



5. The top employer in Onondaga County in 2011 was Upstate University, which employed 
9,525 employees. 

 

 
Source: Syracuse Central Data Center 
 

Top 10 Employers by Employees, Onondaga County, 
2011 

Employer Number of Employees 

Crouse Hospital 2,700 

Lockheed Martin 2,250 

Loretto 2,476 

National Grid 2,000 

Raymour & Flanigan 1,400 

St. Joseph's Hospital 3,745 

Syracuse University 4,621 

Time Warner Cable 1,800 

Upstate University Health System 9,525 

Wegmans 3,713 

 

Mean Median 

3,423 2,588 



6. In 2011, office and administrative support occupations had 52,320 employees in 
Syracuse. 

 

 
Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics 
http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_45060.htm 
 
 



 

Number of Employees by Occupation, Syracuse, 2011 

Occupation Employees 

Architecture and Engineering  6,030 

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media  3,200 

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance  10,910 

Business and Financial Operations  12,420 

Community and Social Service  5,190 

Computer and Mathematical  5,590 

Construction and Extraction  11,510 

Education, Training, and Library  26,270 

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry  210 

Food Preparation and Serving Related  25,810 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical  19,190 

Healthcare Support  8,780 

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair  12,440 

Legal  1,730 

Life, Physical, and Social Science  3,350 

Management  11,590 

Office and Administrative Support 52,320 

Personal Care and Service  9,710 

Production  19,610 

Protective Service  6,130 

Sales and Related  29,020 

Transportation and Material Moving  18,160 

 
 

Mean Median 

13,599 11,210 

 
 
  



7. From 2006-11, 19.1% of manufacturing jobs were lost in the Syracuse Metropolitan 
Area. 

 

 
 

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis 
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?reqid=70&step=1&isuri=1&acrdn=4#reqid=70&step=30
&isuri=1&7001=711&7029=33&7033=-
1&7025=5&7022=11&7023=7&7024=NAICS&7083=PercentChange&7026=45060&7028=1000&
7031=5&7090=70&7040=-1&7027=2011,2010,2009,2008,2007,2006 
 

Manufacturing Jobs, Syracuse MSA, 2006-11 
Year Manufacturing Jobs Percent Change 

2006 34,114 -0.73% 

2007 33,982 -0.39% 

2008 32,649 -3.92% 

2009 29,299 -10.26% 

2010 27,947 -4.61% 

2011 27,586 -1.29% 

 

Mean Median 

30,930 30,974 



8. From 2006-11, 17.3% of information jobs were lost in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area. 
 

 
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis 
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?reqid=70&step=1&isuri=1&acrdn=4#reqid=70&step=30
&isuri=1&7028=900&7083=Levels&7031=5&7040=-1&7033=-
1&7022=11&7023=7&7024=NAICS&7025=5&7026=45060&7001=711&7029=33&7090=70&702
7=2011,2010,2009,2008,2007,2006 
 

Information Jobs, Syracuse MSA, 2006-11 

Year Percent Change Number of Information Jobs 

2006 -8.85% 6,687 

2007 -2.66% 6,509 

2008 -3.47% 6,283 

2009 -7.03% 5,841 

2010 -3.73% 5,623 

2011 -1.65% 5,530 

 

Mean Median 

6,079 6,062 

  



9. From 2009-11, 2.89% of education jobs were gained in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area. 
 

 
 
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis 
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?reqid=70&step=1&isuri=1&acrdn=4#reqid=70&step=30
&isuri=1&7028=1500&7040=-
1&7083=Levels&7031=5&7022=11&7023=7&7024=NAICS&7025=5&7026=45060&7027=2011,2
010,2009&7001=711&7029=33&7090=70&7033=-1 
 

Education Jobs, Syracuse MSA, 2009-11 

Year Percent Change Number of Education Jobs 

2009  

0.07% 15,061 

2010  

1.23% 15,247 

2011  

1.63% 15,496 

 

Mean Median 

15,268 15,247 

 
  

http://www.bea.gov/iTable/drilldown.cfm?reqid=70&stepnum=40&MajorAreaKey=5&GeoStateKey=5&GeoFipsReis=XX&TableIdReal=33&LineKey=1500&YearReis=2009&YearReisBegin=-1&YearReisEnd=-1&UnitOfMeasureKeyReis=PercentChange&RankKeyReis=1&Drill=1&nRange=5
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/drilldown.cfm?reqid=70&stepnum=40&MajorAreaKey=5&GeoStateKey=5&GeoFipsReis=XX&TableIdReal=33&LineKey=1500&YearReis=2010&YearReisBegin=-1&YearReisEnd=-1&UnitOfMeasureKeyReis=PercentChange&RankKeyReis=1&Drill=1&nRange=5
http://www.bea.gov/iTable/drilldown.cfm?reqid=70&stepnum=40&MajorAreaKey=5&GeoStateKey=5&GeoFipsReis=XX&TableIdReal=33&LineKey=1500&YearReis=2011&YearReisBegin=-1&YearReisEnd=-1&UnitOfMeasureKeyReis=PercentChange&RankKeyReis=1&Drill=1&nRange=5


10. From 2006-11, 9.95%% of financial jobs were lost in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area. 
 

 
Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics 
http://www.bls.gov/eag/eag.ny_syracuse_msa.htm 
 

Financial Jobs, Syracuse MSA, 2006-11 

Year Percent Change Number of Financial Jobs 

2006 2.76% 18,100 

2007 0.55% 18,200 

2008 0.55% 18,300 

2009 -5.78% 17,300 

2010 -3.59% 16,700 

2011 -2.45% 16,300 

 

Mean Median 

17,483 17,700 

 
 

 


